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Subject DUPONT KATHON™ FP 1.5 Fuel Biocide Product Discontinuation 
 
Applicability P&WC Engines 
 

 
P&WC wishes to remind operators of the importance of jet fuel quality in the operation of aircraft 
engines, and to reiterate its position that no level of contamination which could negatively impact 
engine performance or durability would be considered acceptable. 
 
On March 17, 2020, DuPont, the manufacturer of the fuel biocide additive KATHON™ FP 1.5, issued 
an advisory requiring an immediate halt to all use of KATHON™ FP 1.5 for aviation fuel applications 
(refer to APPENDIX I).  We understand that this action was prompted by its participation in an ongoing 
investigation of an aviation incident.  In addition, on March 20, 2020 the European Union Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA) released Safety Information Bulletin (SIB) 2020-06 and on March 25, 2020 the 
United States (US) Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) released Special Airworthiness Information 
Bulletin (SAIB) NE-20-04.  Both provide additional information and recommendations. 
 
Also, on March 26, 2020 the Australian Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) released Airworthiness 
Bulletin (AWB) 28-018 Issue 1 encouraging “all operators and maintainers to suspend the use of 
Kathon biocide for treating micro-biological growth in aviation fuel until further notice”.  
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P&WC engine Instructions for Continued Airworthiness currently approve the use of KATHON™ FP 1.5 
and Biobor JF biocide as fuel additives for all of its products.  Pratt & Whitney Canada products have 
no known adverse experience linked to the use of either biocide additive. 
 
In light of DuPont’s advisory, and considering the notifications from regulators, Pratt & Whitney Canada 
recognises that operators may utilize Biobor JF as a biocide additive where available. There are no 
manufacturer-issued restrictions related to Biobor JF as an aviation fuel biocide additive. To the extent 
that KATHON™ FP 1.5 is the only biocide additive available to an operator, Pratt & Whitney Canada 
recommends the operator contact the airframer to ensure its process for usage is consistent with the 
latest airframer recommendations. 
 
At all times, operators should follow the applicable Instructions for Continued Airworthiness during the 
application of any biocide treatment.  Operators must ensure that any additive contained in their fuel 
never exceeds the recommended concentration as per the Engine Maintenance Manual instructions. 
 
In the event of an engine malfunction believed to be associated with the use of KATHON™ FP 1.5 or 
other fuel biocide, please contact our Customer First Centre for an evaluation of the situation and for 
possible additional maintenance recommendations (USA & Canada: 1-800-268-8000, International: 
+800-268-8000 or: +01-450-647-8000 or at cfirst@pwc.ca). 
 
P&WC will continue to monitor the on-going activity relating to the use of biocide additives and will 
communicate further as more information that may impact the fleet becomes known. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
PRATT & WHITNEY CANADA CORP. 
 

  
 
T. Stupalo 
Deputy Chief Engineer 
Customer Service 
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